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CLUB ACTIVITIES

inny Parker will be in charge of
the annual Christmas Party this
year. If you have a suggestion for a
restaurant for our gathering she
asks that you get in touch with her.
Information on hours for work-
days at the State Fair Grounds is
listed on the club website:
www.gardenersofwakecounty.org.
Help is needed on a regular
basis to maintain the gar-
dens through the summer.
Work dates are scheduled
for July 23, August 20 and
September 24.
Charles Gilliam reports that the
squash crop at the Alliance veg-
etable garden has been harvested

so that section is to be replanted.
The cucumber plants are very pro-
ductive. Mac Williamson and CJ
Dykes are coordinating the work on
the Tryon Road garden. A second
crop of okra is to be planted. There
have been some insect prob-
lems so they are searching
for organic solutions to pest
problems. Additional garden-
ers would be welcome at
both sites. Contact Charles or
Mac for additional information.
There were a number of plants at
the give-away table but the bragging
rights table was unpopulated.
Remember to bring your contribu-
tions to both for the July meeting.

CLUB MEETINGS

Meetings are at
7:30pm at the
JC Raulston Arboretum

July 19 Jonathan
Kidder, Water
Garden Plants and

Designs

August 16 Rufus Edmisten,
Secretary General

of Gardening

Sept. 20 Lee Calhoun,
Calhoun’s Nursery

“Heirloom Apples”

JUNE MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

he June program was a trip down

memory lane for those members
who remember buying plants from
Tony Avent at the house on Dixie
Trail. He started with a picture of the
“traditional-landscaping” in the front
yard — tall trees, low bushes under
windows and green lawn, then
reminded us of his advice to plant in
drifts of one. The “after” pictures
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showed “modern-landscaping” —
the use of color, texture and form to
move the eye through the land-
scape — the addition of perennials
and annuals in founda-
tion plantings, grass for
paths and 900 plants
surrounding a house
on a quarter-acre lot.
Tony also developed
a new philosophy of
plant nutrition in those
days. His journey from feeding
plants from bags and bottles to
feeding the soil and letting the soil
feed the plants has been shared
with gardeners all over the world.
The story of building soil gets told
with pictures of the tobacco land in
Juniper Level (half way between
Panther Branch and Willow Spring —

pronounced “willer” in the south)
that was transformed into a botani-
cal garden that surrounds Plant
Delights Nursery today. That origi-
nal soil had a pH of 3.3 and a
potassium reading of 1 instead of
the recommended 60.

The native soil was mixed with
composted organic material in a
50/50 blend. Weed seeds can be
a problem and it is best to take
care of them before you plant. For
organic gardeners, that means
allowing seeds to germinate, till
under, allow more to germinate and
till those under until weeds are
under control before you plant.
(Weed seeds do get blown into
yards from neighboring property so

(continued on page 4)
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ORGANIC ROSE GARDENING
BOARD OF DIRECTORS There have been several articles in American Rose

(the publication of the American Rose Society) on
organic rose gardening. They call the program
Good Earth R.0.S.E. (responsible, organic, simple, earth-
friendly). You can check www.OrganicRoseCare.org for
additional information.
The first step is soil preparation. Add organic matter
Treasurer to the soil. It is easier.to incorporate.it before you plapt
BRUCE BYFORD the roses but you can improve the _son after _rc_)ses are in
the ground. Instead of chemical fertilizers use

President
CHARLES GILLIAM

Vice President
MARK BOONE

Secretary cottonseed meal, alfalfa pellets or alfalfa meal, !
PAULA HOFFMANN kelp meal and worm compost. There is a ¢
product on the market called Dr. Earth
At Large Board Members Rose and Flower Fertilizer that has
BOB JACKSON beneficial soil organisms such as Ny
ILENE VAKKUR mycorrhizae.
The soil at the rose garden at the
GH\CJ;TYD\P&?;ER JCRA was amended with Permatill

for improved drainage and vole
protection and a six inch layer of
leaf compost. After the new plants =
were put in the ground the area was
Activities. . ... ... ... ... .. Juliette LaBonte mulched with a 4-inch layer of composted

leaves. The mulch is replaced 3 times a year.

Aphids can be controlled by dislodging them from the
AzaleaSale ............... Bob Hartgrove plant with a blast of water from the hose or “squish”
them with your hands. A strong stream of water will
also get rid of spider mites. Japanese beetles can be
Club Awards. .. ............. Spencer Clark hand-picked from the blooms. Early morning is a good

Endowment Investment Chairman. . Marcy Hege time. Remember that the beneficial insects
— ladybugs, green lacewings and parasitic

Immediate Past President
MAC WILLIAMSON

Audit . ........ ... ... .. ... Gary Jewel

Beautification Awards . . ........ Ginny Parker

Flower Show . ............. Charles Gilliam wasps — help control insects in rose
Friendship. .. ............. Paula Hoffmann gardens. (Dill is a good plant to attract
Historical . ................. Dick Lankford beneficial |nsect§ to a. rose garden and it
_ seems to repel spider mites.)
Membership. .............. Carole Johnson Some research is showing that applying worm compost
Newsletter . . . . . o oo oo, Anne Clapp helps roses fight some disease problems. Providing more
. air circulation between plants is also helpful. Pruning out
Nominating . ... ................ Ed Ponek
s ( tficio) ol (continued on page 3)
rograms (ex officio) . .. ........ ark Boone
O O U New Members O O O
Projects ... .... ... . . ... ... . .. ... vacant @
X - O
PUBIICIY « « + o v ee e e Vandy Bradow O Carole Gilliam (Mrs. Charles) O
Scholarship . . ................ Leon Lucas @ Barbara Harvey, Cary @
Telephone. .. ................. Jim Wilson @ John and Sallie Everette, Raleigh @
Webmaster. .. ................ Jim Wilson @ Brenda Strickland, Raleigh @
O Richard and Lucee Wallace, O
www.gardenersofwakecounty.org O Wake Forest O
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or those gardeners who must
F plant something in July you can

plant flowering annuals and
perennials but remember to keep
them watered. For vegetable garden-
ers it is a good time to start Lady
peas, Crowder peas and Black-eyed
peas. There is still time to plant
Bermuda, Zoysia, Centipede and St.
Augustine grass.

Mulch, mulch, mulch! It uses up
some of the composted leaves and
grass clippings and helps plants sur-
vive. In the heat of July and August it
is important to remember to check
the moisture level of the soil around
plants added to your landscape this
year. Water them when they need it.
You may want to add more mulch, no
more than 3 inches in depth but you
may want to extend the width of the
mulch band around trees and shrubs.
Could someone explain to me why
the landscape crews in the area pile
mulch around trees and shrubs to a
depth of a foot or more and extend it

Organic Rose Gardening
(continued from page 2)

some interior stems during the
summer when roses are dead-
headed improves air circulation
through plants.

Companion planting is suggested
for controlling some rose problems.
Research suggests that members
of the allium family (garlic
and onions) provide
some protection from
fungal diseases
(black spot) when
they are grown in the
same area over a period
of years. (Plant Delights lists two,
Allium millenium and A. nutans
“Pam Harper”, in the spring 2011
catalog.) Catnip, thyme, rosemary,
southernwood, artemesia, alyssum
and tansy seem to improve rose
vigor and are attractive through the
growing season.

JULY IN THE GARDEN

no more than 15 inches from the
trunk?

If some of your evergreen shrubs
need to be shaped after the new
growth developed it can be done in
July. Sometimes a plant will develop
a few stems that are much longer
than others. You can tip prune to
shape the plant but do not cut into
last year’s growth. Sharpen your
pruners before you start so you
make clean cuts that don’t damage
the plant.

You may want to root some of the
pruned tips to share at a plant give-
away. Semi-hardwood cuttings of
azaleas, boxwood, Camellias and
Hydrangeas are very easy to root
in July.

When your blackberries finish pro-
ducing fruit this summer it is time to
prune back the fruiting canes. This
allows the new canes to develop and
you can train the new growth on a
fence or trellis to make it easier to
pick berries next year.

Remember to keep fig trees
watered. They are developing fruit
and need the water to make plump
figs. It is also time to make the sec-
ond fertilizer application for the year.
Fig trees need about a half a pound
of 10-10-10 per three feet of height
of the tree. A 12-foot tree will need
about 2 pounds of fertilizer.

July is also the time to cut back
bearded iris into that “fan” shape to
encourage new growth. If the iris have
been in the same spot for more than
3 year it is probably time to divide
them as well. Dig the plants, trim the
leaves back to the “fan” shape, divide
the plants if needed and remove the
back section of the rhizome. You may
want to dust sulfur on the cuts you
made to the rhizomes. Allow them to
rest in a dry spot, out of the sun
while you prepare the new iris bed.
They may be planted in the same
space but you need to add compost
and lime to the soil and moisten it
well before replanting.

LAWN MAINTENANCE

he heat and low rainfall are

adversely affecting turf grass
right now. If there are actively
growing weeds in your lawn hand
pulling may be the safest control. It
will be easier after a soaking rain.
Do not apply weed Kkillers in the
heat; the spray may volatilize and
harm adjacent plants or the
gardener. Apply weed Killer to
lawns that are not suffering from
drought stress.

This is also the season that
brown patch begins to appear in
fescue lawns. If you fertilized the
lawn late in the spring or used
more than the recommended
amount of nitrogen there is a high
likelihood you will see the circular,
tan-colored patches of dead grass
that may be several feet in
diameter. Mow the infected area
and put the clippings in a compost
pile rather than leaving them on

the lawn. Apply a \ N\
fungicide to the = ¥ %‘{
lawn to prevent /
the spread of the
disease.

If you have had
problems with Japanese beetles
July is a good time to think about
controlling them. The females lay
their eggs in the soil in July and
about 2 weeks later the grubs
emerge to eat grass roots. For
long term control of Japanese
beetles you may want to treat the
lawn with Bacillus popilliae, a
bacteria that infects Japanese
beetle grubs. The product to look
for is Milky Spore Powder
Japanese Beetle and Grub
Control. It is recommended that
you avoid using a chemical grub
control on the lawn for the three
years it takes to get Milky Spore
established.
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JUNE MEETING (continued from page 1)

to keep weeds under control provide a wind-
break for your garden. In our area the pre-
vailing winds are from the southeast.)
The Avent gardening philosophy on hedge
shears is “get rid of them.” You can use loppers
or pruning shears to remove damaged limbs,
improve the shape of a plant, take cuttings for
propagation or put in a vase. If you use them to
keep a plant small enough to fit under a window or
grow across the driveway you need to move the plant.

listed as 10 stamps or a box of chocolates.
The nursery will be open July 8, 9, 10, 15, 16 and 17.

The hours on Friday and Saturday are 85 and on ‘i
Sunday 1-5. They will also be open September 9, 10,
11, 16, 17 and 18. For more information check out their
i water as needed.

website at: www.plantdelights.com.

Spray them off with a sharp stream of
i water from the hose.

i azalea lace bugs hatches. If you have

. . . . ri infi i r r year an
Plant Delights began their mail order operation at : Sgulf:;:?ezzt:g?s };esur?;telgce:tisn (?t
Juniper Level in 1991. The 1992 sales catalog said they y y

had 2300 different plants in the display gardens. Tony

said there were 19,000 in the gardens now. The 1992 a shadier location or it might be easier to plant some

catalog lists 816 plants in 48 pages, no photographs shade between them and the sun. If you want to spray

and very brief descriptions and it cost $2. The 2011 i t© control the lace bugs use a chemical control rather

Spring Sales Catalog and Plant Owner’s Manual is 110 than insecticidal soap which may damage plants in the

pages with color photographs, and the catalog price is

AZALEAS

ith more gardeners planting Encore azaleas it
is important to remind you to inspect your

plants for problems. Spider mites are active
in June and July. Check the bottom of the
leaves for signs of the insects or webs.

In late July the second generation of

may be time to think about moving the azaleas to

heat.
Protect Encore plants from Japanese beetles. The

beetles damage the flower buds as well as the leaves.

That could explain why your Encores do not re-bloom as
well as your neighbors. If you fertilize your Encore
azaleas in the summer, fertilize them lightly and apply



